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From the Fournal des Scavans, {et forth Fune 1. 1682.. 


A Relation of an Earthquake which happened at Paris, and 
, at feveral other Places, May 12. 1682. a 


_ zing Prodigies: which happenin Nature. There 
are fome Places which are altogether free from 
them, as Seneca writes concerning Egypt, where, even 
until kistime, there never had been perceiv’d any. There 
are others again where they are fo frequent, that they are 
hot wondted at}: as being a. thing:very common, and they 
are hardly.ever:obferv’d, but. that they are the Caufes of 
very difmal and extraordinary Effects, as that mentioned 
by Zacitus, which, in the time of Zzberius, deftroy’d inthe 
{pace of one. Night, ‘Twelve.confiderable Cities, in A/a, 
and;that wiuch:buryed fuch a vaftnumber of People under 
the: Ruins of datioch » wherewith the Emperour Zrajan 
himfelf was in. danger to’ have been opprefs'd. Laftly, 
there are other Places where they fo feldom happen, that 
by reafon they are fo little perceiv’d, they may pafs for a 
thing very extraordinary. i en 
lout at 


Pi are have always pafi'd for the moft furpri- 
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That which happen’d at Pars, on Monday-Night, and 
Tuefday the 12th of May laft, about-two a Clock-after 
Midnight, is of this Nature ; forthough. it was not.at all 
confiderable in its Cofifeqitences, and {6 far’ from ‘being 
violent, that there was but very few Perfons that perceiv’d 
it, yet as itis a thingextreamly rare, and almoft unheard 
of, that we fhould feel at Pars thefe kinds of Accidents, 
it ought certainly to pafs as prodigious. And.indeed none 
can remember that they have feen fuch a: Thing happen 
there; and, excepting that of the 6rh of April, 1580. 
in the laft Age, we.cannot find that there ever did happen 
any there, although it is not very extraordinary to per- 
ceive fometimes fomething like it in feveral other Provin- 
ces of the Kingdom, if we except the Province of Lion- 
nois, which M. Panthot, Phyfician to the Colledge of 
Lyons, writes to have always pafs’das free from thefe forts 
of Accidents. Yet he obferves, that ic has not been fo 
this time, no morethan Dauphiny, and the Province of 
Baujolois, where the Earthquake was perceiv’d, tho’ very 
Jittle, and without any ill confequence. But if in all 
thefe Places it has not been very confiderable, no more 
than here at Paris, it hath neverthelefs been remarkable 
for its violent fhakings in feveral others, where it has been 
the Caufe of very furprifing Effects. 

They-write from Merz, that the Watch-place of a Bul- 
wark. was thrown down into the Ditch, with the Soldier 
who ftood Sentinel there. ) rik, STs 

They tell us from Zonnerre ,' that the Houfes and 
Churches were fo terribly fhaken with it, as if feveral 
Coaches with fix Horfes had driven along full fpeed 
through the Streets; and that it threw down feveral 
Rocks on the fide of Bourbiraut. But what they-obferve 
from Raviere, which is hard by, is yet more aftonihing. 
There is a certain Fountain. near.this Place, which fifty 
Paces from its Head turns a Mill, formerly for grinding 
Cora , but now for Gun-Powder. It was never known 
that this Fountain ever ceas’d running, yet in this extraor- 
dinary Earthquake, it remain’ddry tor half an hour, — 

, whic 
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whicli it began to runas before. The Powder-man_ far- 
pris’d to fee his Mill ftop without any defe@ appearing 
therein, went out to fee what the Caufe of it might be, and 
he found the Fountain-dry’d «up. - 

M: Grilon,:-Phyfician‘of Provence, writes us word, that 
he perceiv’d the Earthquake there two feveral times by 
the jolting of his Bed; andthe Chamber-Windows, that 
this Motion.continued the firft time, the-fpace of a Pater 
Nofter, and the fecond timenot fo long ;:\that feveral Per- 
fons were fo {car’d at it, that they came out oftheir Beds 
and Chambers, not thinking themfelves:fecure there ; “that 
the Doors and Windows were fore’d opemin feveral Houfes ; 
that the Wine in feveral Cellars was difturb’d, and that the 
Domeftick Animals,.as Sheep, Cows, Horfes, and the Poul- 
try did difcover their Fear, by unufual Motions and Crys. 

They.write from Dijon, that the day before it:was ob- 
ferv’d, thatthe Shepherds in the Grounds about the Town 
“ were not able to ftop their Flocks,. nor hinderthem from 
getting into their Stalls at Four of the Clock in the Even» 
ing, though at this time of the year they us‘d notto be- 
take themfelves thither till Sun-fet ;. and that this Earth. 
‘quake was fo: violent there, that feveral:Women big with 
Child came with fear: before their time, and that fome of . 
them loft their Lives. 

‘. Several other Cities, as Orleans, Troyes, Sens, Chalons, 
Joinville, Reims, Soiffens, Laon, Mafcon, Dole, Strasbourg, 

c. shave felt the-Effects of this Earthquake: : which is 
much like that“ which. happen’d- in-the Year 1580. for 
though that was hardly perceiv’d at Paris, but near. the 
Hitel de Nevers, and atthe ons-hommes, which Covent 
was comfideraby thaken,’ {everal other Towns of the King- 
dom were-very fenfible ot it, among others, Roan, Beauy - 
vais; Gifors, La Fere, Soiffon, and Laozx, but above all, 
Buloign-and Calais, where feveral Perfons were kilf'd or 
lam’d by the Ruin ofthe Buildings which fell down by the 
violent fhakings of this Aarthquake. 

There happen’d almoft the fame thing in this late Earthe. - 
quake at Remiremont,and Plombieres. For they write from 
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that Country, that it has been fo, violent there, that in 
Remiremont it has thrown down a dozen Houfes, and that 
which remains is cleft in the middle, fo that they expea 
every moment to fee all fallto pieces; That.all the Vaults 
of the Church des Dames are fa?ndown;; That in this 
havock there was two Maidens kill’d, and that this Dif 
order did fo fright the Madame of Remiremont, and her 
Maids, that they were fore’d to feek for fhelter in the 
Fields, not thinking themfelves fafe in their Houfes ; and 
the lofs there has been fo confiderable, that ’tis believ’d it 
cannot be'repair’d for 00000 Livres, The Deftrucion 
has not been lefs in the Country round about, and there 
has been feveral Perfons kill’d at Plombieres and Valdage, 
as well as feveral other fad Accidents. 

There is neverthelefs this difference between thefe two 
Earthquakes, that wedo not as yet hear that this laft has 
produc’d the fame Effect at Sea, asthe other did in'rs8o. 
For that agitated after fuch a manner the Waves of the” 

Mcean in the Channel, that though the Weather was 
otherwife fair enough and without any appearance of;a 
Storm, there was loft by this Tempeft above Thirty -Vef- 
fels between Dover and Calais ; But we cannot find that 
they have written any thing like that which M. Pasthor 
obferves of this laftin his Relation. For-he fays, that all 
the Letters writtenfrom Lyons, Geneva, and Switzerland, 
where the Earthquake was felt, to their great dammage, 
bring us the News, thavit was preceeded by Flames, which 
appear’d four days before this;Aarthynake,upon a Mountain 
near Geneva. 





On the. Occafion of this.prefent Earthquake have been pro 
pounded Queftions concerning Earthquakes in General: The 
ht. What isthe Caunfe.of an Earthguake. 2ly: Whether 
there are any Signs or Prognofticks of Earthquakes. 3ly. 
How many forts of Earthquakes thereare, The Refolutions 
whereof we foal fet forth in [ome following Memorial, 


- From 
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From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth March 2. 1682. 
B. Ambrofii Abbatis Generalis Camaldulenfis Hodoepori- 
con, 6c. Authore Nicolae Bartholino BargeafiC. R. Con- 
gregationis Matris De. In gto, Florentix ex Bibliotheca 

Medicea. ‘1682. | 

His Work is no other, to fpeak properly, than a 
kind of Itinerary, as the. Greek Word fignifies, or 
the Fournal of the Viftation which Ambrohus of Camal- 
dula made of the Houfes of his own-Order and fome 
others, after having been made General thereof under the 
Pontificate of Eugenius the Fourth , in the Year 1431. 
Yet befides this we may here meet with feveral things ver 
curious. As Ambrofius was a learned and able Perfon, he 
has not -written his Travels like an ordinary Monk, who 
would content himfelf ro fet down only what pafs’d in his 
Convents. } 

He treats here of all that he faw upon the way, parti- 
cularly of the great Men, the confiderable Libraries, and 
the moft rare Manufcripts which he met with. He f peaks 
here, -amongft others, of Pope Eugenius the Fourth. . And 
herelates a ' very remarkable Paflage of ‘his Life, which is, 
That this Pope was oblig’d to quit Rome difguis’d in the 
Habit of a Monk, and to Embark himfelf upon the River 
Tiber, onely with another Perfon, totake the way of Pi/a 
and Florence,by reafon ofa Fa€tion which was rais’d againft 
him in Rome, the Occafion whereof he does not fet down. 

’ We:may find here feveral excelient Rules for the Difci- 
pline of the Monafteries of both Sexes, and very folid 
Maxims, to prevent, or perfectly to cure Diforders which 
get inthere but too frequently. Thofe which Ambrofus 
of Camaldula found in the places. which he vifited were no 
{mall ones, but the Prudence wherewith he exprefles them 
in this Work in a Language lefs known than the Latin, not 
to render them fo publick, is not lefs evident than that 
which he makes appear in the Choice of the Means which 
he employ’d to regulate them. 

The Style and Method of this Author is good, and 
he treats of Particulars likea difinterefled and fincere _ 
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fon, fo that we may well believe what Poggius fays:-con- 
cerning him in his Manufcript Dialogue againft the Hy- 
pocrites, which M. Magliabechi promifes fo put forth fhort-. 
ly, to fatisfie feveral Learned Men, who have defired it 
of him. We are fufficiently inform’d. of the fatyrical 
and railing humour of: Poggius, -who could hardly abftain 
from blaming eventhe beft Men, and yet in this Dialogue, 
defign’d for Satyr, could not forbear praifing Ambrofus 
of Camaldula as a very honeft Man and without deceit, 
Courteous and Affable, and.as one that had generally the 
Approbation-of every body, as well for his Morals, ashis 
Learning , whereof he has given the Publick fufficient. 
Proofs by feveral excellent Works. 

Ambrofizs of : Camaldula was.indeed very Learned. He 
was knowing in fevera] Languages, particularly in the 
Greek , out of which he Tranflated into Latin feveral 
Books. He had.confiderable Employs from feveral Prin-. 
ces, Republicks, and evenfrom the Emperour himéfelf, by 
which means he acquir’d a great Reputation. 

It appears by the reading of this Book, that i¢- comes 
forth imperfect. We are indebted for it as it isto the Care. 
of Nicolaus Bartholinus, Regular Canon of the Congre- 
tion de la Mere de Dieu;. or rather tothe Generofity of the 
obliging M. Magliabechi, who communicated to him the- 
Manufcript which was found inthe Great Duke of Tu/cany’s 
Library , whereof he has the keeping. If any-Curious 
Perfon has the entire Manuf{cript, and will communicate 
it to this, Author, he promifes us. very good Notes upon 
it. 





From the Paris j ounnal des Scavans, fet forth the 8zh. of . 
this Initant Fune,.N.S.. 1682. 


New Difcoveries propas’d to the Royal- Academy of Sciences: 
at Paris, by * * * 

RY body knows that the reflection of the Sun beams 
, on a Concave Body is made ina Point called the 
Focus , by reafon that the Raies reuniting there do burn. 
Hitherto this Point only hath, been confider’d. , This Au- 
thor 
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thor improves his Confiderations farther : for he fhews not 
only after what manner this Point of the Focus is to be ob- 
ferv'd, but alfo how an entire Curve Line is to be compre- 
hended, which is produced by the interfections of thefe 
reflected Raies.  ; 

For the rendring his Conceptions more intelligible, he 
reprefents in MW, NW, OW, PW, Gc. the incident 
Raies of the Sun ona Concave Body: Vid. Fig. 1. F 

NB, OC, LD, QE, RE,-Gc. ‘reprefent the reflecbed 
Raies , which make an-infinite number of interfeéti- 
ons in the Points A,B, C,D, E, F, &c. .by which is form 
ed a Polygone, reprefented by the Lines A, BC, CD, 
DE, EF. 

But if we confider thefe diftances M N, NO, OP, 
Q P, &c. as being infinitely little, the. Polygone AB CD 
E F,&c. wilbreprefenta CurveLine, whofe reflected Raies 
N A, OB; LC, QD, @&c. will be the Tangents, and the 
Point A willbethe Focus, where the reflected Raies of the 
Concave Body fhould burn. 

But becaufe it would not be fufficient for his purpofe'to 
obferve thefe Curve Lines, without determining them, 
he gives alfo a general Method, by the means whereof 
thefe Curve Lines, formed by the interfection of the. re- 
flected Raies may be geometrically affign’'d ; And to 
give an Example of this general Method, he determins 
in parcicular the Curve Line, which is formed by the 
Sun beams in an ordinary Burning-Glafs, after this man- 
ner : 

Let a quarter of a Burning-Glafs C D E be given, Fig. 2. 
let the Semicircle AGE bedrawn; that done, make an 
Line whatfoever, as ¥ D., parallel to AC; devices 
cut the Part DG, which is compris’d between the Quar 
ter CDE, and the Semicircle AGE, jaf in half inthe 
Point H. He affirms, that the Point H fhall be one of 
the Points which make up the Curve Line of the reflected 
Rays BH E, whence it follows, that the-Focus B. ought to 
be the middle of the Ray AC. 

To which he adds another particular, which is not lefs 
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curious; to wit, the manner of Meafuring all forts of 
Curve Lines, by reducing them ‘to ftraight Lines which 
fhall be equal to them, which he demonftrates by the fol- 
lowing Theoreme. : ig ei rie 

If the Ray DF, and fuch like, fall upon atly Curve 
Line whatfoever, Fig. 3. for example, A F B, whether it 
be Geometrical, as Des-Cartes confiders it,. or Mechanical, 
as the Cycloide, Quadratrix, &c. or whether it be drawn at 
Random by the hand,’ & that. thefe Rays reflect themfelfes, 
fo that their Interfections producethe Curve LirleB G Ejhe 
fays tlie incident RayD.F ahd the Reflected one GF taken 
togethet {hall be équal'té G'E part-of the Ourve Line, 
which is compris’d between the Point of the Tangent G, 
ahd the Point E of the Contact of the-two Curve Lines. 
And by confequerice C A-and A By which are the Incident 
and Reflected Rays,which make But one and'the fame Line, 
taken together ought to'bé equalto the whole Curve Line 
BGE. : 

Befides this he gives usa Ruleby which the Tangents 
of Curve Linés as well Mechanical as Geometrical are de- 
termin’d, but after {6 eafie and general a manner, that he 
affirms nothing to have been done hitherto Jike it. 

Laftly he fhews at univerfal Method to take away from 
any Equation whatfoever all the Mean Terms, which has 
beef hitherto defir’d in the Analytical Science. 


Fig T- m p Bigure.z, “M~—_ Fig. 1. 
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